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LETTBES OF GEJST. JAMES WILKmSOlS" ADDEBSSED 
TO DR JAMES HUTCHI]SrSO:N", OF PHILADBL- 
PHIA. 

My dear Sir. 

I enclose you my Letter to his Excellency, containing a 
Narrative of certain Interviews between Major Q-en^ Gates 
and myself. I beg you to copy this letter & Narrative as 
I have not Time to do it, and then close & forward them 
to the General. — I hope this Representation, joined to 
your Inclination to some one, & the Mutual Duty incum- 
bent on Gentlemen, will enable my Friends to silence 
any Efforts which may follow a Publication of this In- 
famous Conduct. — Guard my Honor during my Absence, 
Dear Hutchinson, for I am now sensible I have to deal 
with a Machaivel in Principle & an adept in the science 
of cunning. — My Love to Col. Moylan, and the dear 
Doctors. 

Haste. 

J "Wilkinson 

Eeading, March 28*^ 1778. 
To Dr James Hutchinson, 
Moor Hall. 

Manheim March 25^ 1778. 
Sir. 

I beg leave to inform your Excellency that I find myself 
obliged to decline the seat which the Most Honb. Congress 
voted me in the Board of War, as the sedentary Life which 
attends the Duty would be ruinous to my Health ; permit 
me to add, that I could not consistently do Business with 
Major General Gates, after the Uncandid, Artful, XJngener- 
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ous & Unjust Practices he has employed to Dishonour me. — 
I am with Sentiments of Grratitude & respect 
Your Excellency 

Most Obdt & rci-^dy Servant 

James Wilkinson 
Honb. 
Henry Laurens Esq'' 
President of Congress. 
York Town. 

Kentucky, 20*^ June 1785 
My dear Hutchinson. 

... On the 12*^ May, I had the inexpressible pleasure 
to receive your favor of the 1'* Jany : believe me, I as sin- 
cerely rejoice at the predominating influence of the demo- 
cratical Interests of Pennsylvania & the United States, as 
I do in the espousal of our immediate cause, & their deter- 
mination to assert & support their Eight to the Independent 
Navigation of the Mississippi ; for as on the former depends 
the general political happiness of the Union ; so is the latter 
our only answer to domestic tranquillity, wealth, weight, & 
Importance — a Free Trade out of the Mississippi, & we are 
a blessed People indeed — it would push Kentucky most 
rapidly to Individual opulence & Public wealth, and would 
in a moment appreciate the Congressional Lands, several 
hundred per c — allowing us to live sumptuously, our products 
are so prodigious, that our exports would exceed our imports 
five fold. But without trade the Territories of Congress 
are valueless, & Kentucky will be subject to domestic dis- 
cord. Individual Poverty & public wretchedness — ^tis an 
inestimable prize & we are unanimously ready to wade to it 
thro. Blood, but our spilling all our Blood would be doing 
nothing without marine aid, unless we should make an 
attempt on the mines, several of which as soon as the Mis- 
sissippi is cleared of Spanish Posts, might be possessed with 
great facility. 

I doubt whether the acquisition would not produce more 
evil than Benefit, & do not now indulge the remark, from 
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any Idea or desire even to see the measure carried into ex- 
ecution, tho. I have no doubt it will sooner or later be the 
case. The People of Kentucky alone, unaided by Congress 
in any particular whatever, could dislodge every Garrison 
the Spaniards have on or in the neighborhood of the Missis- 
sippi before this day 12 months, with ease & certainty — but 
as I observed before this would be doing nothing, for a 
frigate, could as effectually cut off our Trade, as 50,000 
Men at IsT. Orleans — i.e. presuming we can obtain no marine 
aid — and in this view I can but lament the acrimonious 
spirit which seems to be kept up by the People of the 
United States, & Britain — Surely ^tis hard policy & must 
tend to the Injury of both — but I suppose this disposition 
springs in the latter Case, from the enamoured Heart, of 
the vilest & weakest Prince that ever bore a Sceptre, and 
that our People recriminate. — 

As the inclosed Letters are for your perusal and disposal, 
I will not repeat any matter they contain. You oblige me 
greatly by your proffers of service, & speak with the par- 
tiality of a Friend, when you mention the practicability of 
my obtaining an appointment under Congress, for the dis- 
posal of their Land — ^You ask me what I would prefer? 
^Tis impossible for me to answer you, without knowing what 
is to be given away ; I will therefore only observe that the 
Office which promises most to my dear Posterity, will be 
most acceptable to me, but every Congressional distinction 
however insignificant or profitless, is desirable, as tending 
to increase my local Credit & Consequence, which vanity 
apart are not inconsiderable in Kentucky — I feel without 
that I am as well qualified, for any Business which can re- 
late to this Country, as my neighbours. — The Commission 
for establishing the boundary line of the United States, 
must be dignified & important. — I a few days since rec'd. a 
Letter from Governor Paca of Maryland & the report of a 
Committee of Congress, (I apprehend because altho it was 
stiled an Ordinance, the blank were not filled up) respecting 
the disposal of their Territory — they aim at extreme equity 
in this arrangement, & pay due regard to the Interest of 
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their Constituents, and therefore if my prayers would pre- 
vail the plann should succeed — but believe me my Friend, 
it will not do — besides having destroyed every ground of 
speculation, which will be found indispensably necessary, to 
give energy & dispatch to their sales — the reservations are 
so extensive & general, that no man, can possess himself of a 
considerable Body of Land connected. The usual around [?] 
Salt Springs &c, &c, puts it into the power of Congress to 
say when & how these Natural advantages are to be em- 
ployed, which is a disguisting restraint — however were it 
not for the reservations, the plann, would be the most un- 
wise which could have been adopted ; The remarks of the 
Surveyors are to ascertain to the Purchasers, the quality of 
each, it follows that the Good Land would be immediately 
sold (if uncramped by the reservations) & the bad would be 
left on the Hands of Congress a worthless incumbrance, 
and I informed you from certain knowledge, that (ex- 
clusive of the Virginia Military Grant) from the Pennsyl- 
vania line to the big Miami, the proportion of the latter to 
the former is as 2 to 3 — a Lottery in my opinion after the 
Surveys were compleated would be preferable to a vendue, 
for by opening a field for Enterprize, or speculation, we 
should carry off the bad with the good, & prov'd^ the price 
was fixed, the execution would be attended with no diffi- 
culty or additional expense — and here the needy man would 
have as good a chance as the opulent Monopolizer in pro- 
portion to his property. — But I am convinced, the best 
plann for expediting the sale of this Territory, would be to 
open the office in the usual way, hold the Warrants at one 
Dollar (Certificates) pr Acre, and keep the quantity Issued 
a profound Secret until the Sales were compleated, — this 
Scheme is not so pretty in Theory, or if so republican 
a fare as that which Congress have adopted, but it will be 
found in practice the most effectual & that which will best 
answer our immediate Interests. — I trust I can tell you, 
without subjecting myself to the imputation of a sordid 
biass, that I now have in my Possession better information 
respecting the Country in question, than any Christian in 
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America, it is founded upon the written remarks, location 
& drafts, of several Persons who spent the last year, under 
immenent perils in exploring all that Tract, which is com- 
prehended between the Carrying place at the Heads of the 
"Wabash and Miami Rivers, from thence to the beginning, 
or S point of lake Huron, thence down to waters of the 
Strait, to lake St. Clair & Erie to the grand Eiver, from 
thence to the Pennsylvania line on the Ohio, down the 
same to the Illinois Grant and thence a IST. E. Course to 
the before mentioned carrying place — and I have in my 
possession, locations on the most valuable points compre- 
hended within this Compass, made by a Circumferenter, 
with proper natural & artificial distinctions, to the amount of 
1,950,000 Acres — These papers are committed to me in 
trust, to do the best with them I can, for the original pro- 
prietors & myself Jointly — if any opening presents you can 
commend me to such Individuals or Companies, as chuse to 
embark in speculations of extent, and I will engage to do 
their Business with perfection & on the most reasonable 
Terms — we can fit them, with soil of every quality, & in 
Tracts of any extent, not exceeding 60,000 Acres, Mill 
Seats, Fisheries, Oar Banks of Several denominations, 
carrying places, and Salt Licks — with Island or penensulas. 
— Holker or John Denlap would be good subjects, if the 
regulations of Congress gave an opening, and I am con- 
vinced in the end they must — however I must assure you, 
that I prefer the grand Interest of my Country so much to 
my own, that if I could influence Congress, they should not 
open their Land Office, except to discharge the Military 
Bounty, before they had opened the Trade of the Country, 
got possession of Detroit & entirely quelled the hostile 
spirit of the Savages — for under these circumstances I am 
persuaded J of the land they now offer at a dollar (in Cer- 
tificates) would bring rapidly a pound pr. Acre — Attend to 
these matters particularly, you are my main reliance, con- 
sider our futures, as inseperable, and be satisfied, if I can 
hold up cleverly for a couple of years, I shall lay the foun- 
dation of opulence for Posterity, and if you can do any- 
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thing with the Land Suit by McOully, I shall have no cause 
for apprehension. — I now inclose you a deed & warantie, 
for . . . acres Land in two Surveys, which you will sell if 
practicable agreeable to the Proprietors to me, a copy of 
which is inclosed — ^You may exchange them for goods, 
agreeably to the Invoice forwarded you by Gordon on 
McCully, with cash sufficient to transport the Articles 
hither, provided you can fall in with a confidential Hand 
to conduct them on the Journey — remembering to increase 
the proportion of Rolls, Ognabrings, Coarse Linnens & 
Woollens. — but if you can sell for cash do it & reserve it in 
your Hands subject to my draft — The Land is out of dis- 
pute, is of pretty good quality ^ and the proprietors are men of 
responsibility — ^however, 'tis not of that kind which I would 
wish a friend to buy — You will be allowed the highest Com- 
mission that ever was given for doing Business, & if you 
could make more extensive sales, I could send you immedi- 
ately several hundred thousand acres 

I was so much indisposed that I could not attend the late 
Convention, however a separation was unanimously agreed 
to, & a petition to the Legislature on the Subject was drawn 
& adopted — But in order to use and avail themselves of 
every caution, they recommended a selection of members 
in July, to form a convention, in August, with powers to 
alter all previous measures, but whose acts are to be final 
& conclusive. I shall certainly attend on this occasion, as 
in confidence I can assure you, the occasion was in a great 
degree intended for the purpose — we shall meet with no 
objections I apprehend to a Separation, & shall in all prob- 
ability form one Constitution during December and January 
— and as on this important point depends not only our own 
immediate happiness & prosperity, but the fate & Fortunes 
of unborn generations, I must intreat you to give me your 
own, & to promise for me from the most able of your Ac- 
quaintance, your & their Ideas of that System of Govern- 
ment, which is best adopted to the genius of our Country 
& the Times. Hurry & theoretical notions had too much 
influence, in the formation of the Constitution of the re- 
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spective States — The Errors which have sprung from these 
Causes, [ ] & practical effects, may enable us to avoid 

— give me all the reasoning you can collect in favor of a 
single & against a double Branch of Government, et vice 
versa the powers of the executive, qualification of Electors 
& Representatives — donation of office &c, in short a com- 
plete modification of the whole — I am sensible I impose a 
grevious task upon you, but flatter myself you will go 
through it promptly & cheerfully — the happiness of a grow- 
ing great Country is interested & the weight & Importance 
of your friend nearly concerned — Let me hear from you on 
these various subjects as soon as possible, but be sure you 
write by a safe direct opportunity — 

Inclosed are two Surveys, for poor Moylan with a letter 
which you will please seal & deliver taking his receipt for 
the Surveys agreeable to the inclosed form, with two wit- 
nesses, this you will have recorded & forward me by the 
first conveyance. I trust this may serve to satisfy the de- 
mands of some Creditor & tend to the worthy Fellow's 
relief, for I sincerely regard Him & hope he continues to 
deserve it. — 

I inclose you Copies of three letters one of which I wrote 
Mr. Collins from Fort Pitt, the other from this place ; He 
had a right before the receipt of these to be offended, but 
has candor enough I trust before this to do me Justice — of 
the £200 which Shull sent Him by me, I was obliged on his 
own private Acct. to disburse upwards of £60., in equiping 
Mrs T. for the voyage down the River, for which I have 
undeniable vouchers, tho. Hughgo I make no doubt, very 
speciously attempts to prove the Contrary, as he has as- 
serted it in a Letter to myself, but I can bring him to no 
settlement, by Arbitration or any other way — In Confidence 
that Mr Collins has done me Justice on this subject I beg 
you to present my regard to Him, & my best respects to 

his lady 

Thy Affectionate Friend . 

J Wilkinson 
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Wilderness 4*^ May 1786. 
My dear Friend : 

I wrote you by Mr. Coburn in Febry, since which period 
I have not received a scrip of your pen. ... I wish to 
open my mind to you respecting the policy and politicks of 
this country, but believe me I am afraid, what are you ? 
Separatist or anti-Separatist ? As a warm Democrat & a friend 
to equal Liberty I should suspect you to be the former, but 
from your silence on the subject, I have some apprehensions 
that you may be the latter, for it was not usual with you 
to be silent on any subject which met your support or appro- 
bation. 

Independent of these doubts, I realy have not time to 
enter upon the subject — ^you know that I was originally 
opposed to the measure, but circumstances have occurred to 
alter my opinions, the Conduct of Congress & particularly 
of the State of I^ew York, respecting the navigation of the 
Mississippi, is disgraceful, dishonest and indeed hgstile to 
this Western World. Congress by not asserting the right 
of the Union to the navigation of the Mississippi, a right 
derived from Nature & founded on Treaty, betray the trust 
reposed in them. 'Tis a pity we have so soon lost sight of 
those principles of general Justice & that tenacity of private 
Eight, which produced the American Revolution. Should 
our federal Rulers fail in their duty from want of virtue, I 
hope policy will admonish them, that there are certain im- 
mutable Laws, which operating on the minds of Freemen, 
would prompt them to seek for Security to their Interests, 
by every means within their reach. The people here from 
ignorance of the subject, & from that blind obeyance which 
used to Characterize the Colonies, are divided in sentiment 
— ^but they shall be informed or I will wear out all the 
Stirups at every Station — pray watch Congress for me, & 
give me your full & candid opinion of what we have to ex- 
pect from them, with respect to the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi, & the reasons on which you formed your opinion. 
... & believe me always your unalterable Friend. 

James Wilkinson. 
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Kentucky Augt IS*'' 1786. 
My dear Hutchinson. 

I have addressed you several short letters lately on sub- 
jects of Business, & I now beg leave to write you on the 
same. I have just brought my Acct. with WickofF & Clark 
to a close, the am* of cargo & expenses £898.17.6. Virginia 
money — J of which they were bound by solemn obligations 
to pay me by the 1'* June last, of which they totaly failed. 
Wickoff* is now I expect with you, & Clark gone to N. 
Orleans — the Burden is too much for me to stand under 
unless I derive assistance from you thro' the aid of the Land 
which you have for sale, & of this I have strong confidence 
as Mr Marshalls writes on the 6*^" July that he had been 
empowered to draw, & you write me the 6*^ June — " I have 
every prospect of disposing of them, (as the patents are 
received) to great advantage, & expect very speedily to part 
with the 20,698 acre patent." I however obey the Dictates 
of necessity, & draw upon you with Terror, particularly as 
my drafts will be heavy — they will all be at 30 Days Sight, 
& I trust if it is within the reach of your finances, that my 
Bills will be honored. My ruin I fear will follow a dis- 
appointment, I trust in God & in your exertions, that you 
will be able should the land not be sold, to fund upon it. 
The 32,000 Acre Tract is alienated to you & the patent will 
Issue in your name — it is clear of all dispute, & the Tract is 
realy valuable. The 20,000 & odd acres of J. H. Craigs 
which I put you in June, lies near the Big Bone & is really 
worth J a Dollar per acre. I did not inclose you the power 
of attorney, promised in my last, but I now have it by me, 
signed, acknowledged, & certified by the Clerk of our Court. 
I will send it in the 1'*= next month by Mr. Gordon — ^you 
may therefore sell the Land without hesitation. I look 
forward to Independence & the highest Reputation in this 
Western World. But God knows I toil, I pay dear for it — 
the hazard I am in drawing on you occasions me sensations, 
which I would not voluntarily encounter for £1000 Guineas. 
I have as yQi drawn on you only for £40.0.0. — but in the 
course of this & the next month, I shall I fear be obliged to 
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swell this sum to £400.0.0. — ^Tou will observe that I want 
no Goods, unless you can send me a few articles, by Gordon 
of which I shall write you. My Brother in Maryland having 
promised to Import me immediately from Europe any Cargo 
I may want. The one moiety of the product of Fowler & 
Marshalls Land must be reserved subject to my orders, the 
other is Marshalls. I shall by next May have Patents for 
100,000 Acres, which I shall be able to sell at 6d. per Acre, 
tell me what chance they will stand for a market & tell me 
what Mr. Moylan has done with the patent forwarded Him 
for 29,000 & odd Acres. 

Our Convention will send an Agent to Congress in No- 
vember, to soUicit our admission into the confederacy, & to 
Imploy the abelest Council in the State to advocate our 
Cause. I could be this Man, with £1000 for the Trip, if I 
would take it, but I have other Business to attend. The 
Gentleman, will I expect be Col. T Marshall, Mr. Sebastian, 
Mr Brower, or Col. BuUett. I expect Sebastian will be the 
man — whoever he is he will be particularly recommended 
to you. 

I carried my Election 240 ahead & I find by the observa- 
tion of several Bystanders, that I spoke 3J Hours, instead 
of IJ as I think & before mentioned to you. I pleased my- 
self, &, what was more consequential, every Body else, ex- 
cept my dead opponents — these I with great facility turned 
into subjects of ridicule & derision. 

I have experienced a great change since I held a seat in 
the Pennsylvania Assembly — I find myself now, much more 
easy, prompt, & eloquent in a public debate, than I ever was 
in private conversation, under the greatest flow of spirits. 
. . , Believe me very affectionately 

& Sincerely your Friend 

J. Wilkinson. 



